Finally! Riding Season is Here!!!
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Hello everyone…so glad that the weather has warmed
up and the riding season has officially started.
I would like to say how proud I am to be a member of
this Chapter. May 21 our members assisted with
organizing and participating in two community events…
divide and conquer as they say. The “Salmon Assault”
takes veterans on a fishing excursion on the big lake and
are welcomed back with a line of American Flags and
cheering spectators. They are treated with lunch and
their fish to take home.
Also, on May 21 was the “Ride to Rebuild” to support the
Ravenna church that burnt down. Although the weather
was not the nicest for a ride, our chapter received over a
$1,000 in donations from the ride and, with the money at
the Ravenna Pub on food and raffles, the total amount
raised was $8,030.

The May Newsletter also includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Road Captain’s Corners that list/describes our
June Rides
An article from Petersen Harley Davidson (Miami) on
Ride Techniques for Windy Conditions
Message from our Regional Manager, Paul Blotske.
May Meeting minutes
June Calendar of events/rides for the Chapter and
Hot Rod Harley Davidson.
The last page has information for the 2022 Michigan
HOG Rally (Chapter has no plans to attend this year)

Check the Activities section of the Newsletter for a few
pictures from the events.

Assistant Director: Scott White

Director: Scott Herbert

Hi all,

While reading the HOG Officers Connection something I
read stood out to me. I think this sums up our chapter
really well. We all enjoy riding and the camaraderie that
goes along with it.

Sorry I missed you at the meeting, soccer season is
keeping me hopping. Thank you, Scott, for getting the
updates out for me.

The Harley Owners Group exists for many reasons and
means many things to our members. If I had sum up our
reason for being in one word, it would be riding.
Everything we do is in the pursuit of making riding more
fun and accessible for our members and creating more
rewarding riding experiences and memories for them.
Riding and having fun while doing it is what H.O.G. is all
about.
The riding season is just beginning I really hope we
make this a great year and get out and ride.
I would like to take a minute and thank Sheryle Weller
for volunteering to take over LOH. We look forward to
hear what you are planning for the year.

Thank you,
Scott Herbert

If you haven't given me your VIN and starting mileage for
the year, get that to me as soon as possible so we can get
you in the Ride 365 drawing of 2 $50 gift cards at the July
meeting, everyone else can start giving me mileage
updates.
I still have not heard anything on the ride to the Veteran's
Home on May 28, but we are still planning on going to
Sandy's HD for the bike night and candlelight vigil. Meet at
Hot Rod at 2:00 pm, KS up at 2:30. I do have a route
planned for returning from the Capital on Sunday, with a
lunch stop about 25 - 30 minutes away. Understand this is
a bit fluid, since I have never done this ride before and I
am not sure what they plan on once they get to the
Capital. Registration starts at 7:00 am and departs at 8:00
on May 29.
I am picking up the ride to the Tridge on June 11, I just
have not gotten to creating a route for it yet. I will also be
leading the Stone Ridge Winery on June 12, which will be
a leisurely 1 to 1-1/2-hour ride there for lunch.
See you on the road
Scott White

Activities: Jamie Herbert/Terri White
The Family Summer party is in July. We need volunteers
to help with the planning. We will meet June 1st at 6pm
Hank’s Tavern on Henry St. Please let me know if you
plan to attend. 231-750-8203. Thank you to everyone
that has volunteered to help with the Salmon Assault
and the Ride to Rebuild. Don’t forget to reserve your
rooms for the UP trip. They must be booked by June 1 st.
Any questions about the ride let me know.
See you in June
Thank you
Jamie and Terri

Veterans
“Salmon Assault”

Chapter member Mikki Fox’s
Team came in 2nd for their
weight total

Big Fish Winners!

“Ride to Rebuild”
.

Registration volunteers

Pam Flint & Pastor lead the
ride to the Ravenna Pub

Prayer for a safe ride

Food, Music and Fun!

ROAD CAPTAIN CORNER:
Ken Howe – Head Road Captain
Good day my friends. Riding season is upon us. April
and March had some great days and many days that
were dry but cold. We had our first official group rides
with Spring Run and the Brown Bear events. Please
look at the calendar to see if something interests you
and join your fellow members for some fun riding.
If you are new to group riding, feel free to join the group
and let the road captain know your concerns. The group
will work with you to make you comfortable with it.
Group riding needs some practice and you can only get
practice by doing.

JUNE’S

UP Trip: Time is running out for making those
reservations that Jamie work hard to get blocked out for
the group. You have until June 1st and then the blocked
rooms not reserved will become available for others.
One thing I will add to this. You are welcome to come
along on the trip even if you decide to stay elsewhere.
You can camp or stay at other hotels, but you are
responsible to be at the host hotel before we leave. The
list of daily destinations has been published so you know
where we are spending the night. If you have questions,
feel free to ask me. If you can come for part of the trip or
have places to visit that are not on the trip, you are
welcome to break off from the group. Just make sure
you let me know you are breaking off and at what point.

Ride Plan

Jun/04

Fallasburg Covered Bridge, Big Boiler Brewing
• Meet at 9:30 am. Kickstands up at 10:00. The ride will
wonder through the countryside to Fallasburg Park for
the Cover Bridge and then later to Big Boiler Brewing for
a late lunch. We will be stopping about 30-45 minutes
into the ride and possibly again before we get to the park.
We will stop near the bridge for pictures. Then we will
cross the bridge on our way to lunch. Approximately 33.5 hours total time. Could be longer depending on the
time spent at the breaks and the bridge.

Jun/05

House of Flavors, Ludington (early start to be back in time for
the grad ride) & The Grad Ride

Jun/11

The Trdge,Ghost Soldiers, Bone Daddy BBQ & Old Time
Gas station – LOH RIDE

Jun/12

KS Up

R.Capt.

10:00am

Ken H

Noon

Jim Berlin

830am

Scott W

Stoney Ridge Winery, Kent City

1:00pm

Scott W

Jun/14

Hog Chapter Meeting (Tuesday)

6:00pm

Jun/18

Soaring Eagle Casino

10:00am

Tim Flint

Jun/19

Yankee Bills Wood Fire Saloon, Hastings

1:00p

Al Fox

Jun/21

Blind Squirrel Tavern, Fremont

6:00pm

Scott H

Jun/25

Mooville, Nashville

10:00am

Scott W

Jun/26

The Red Bird Bistro and Grille, Cedar Springs

1:00pm

Tim Flint

March 13, 2020 –
Peterson Harley
Davidson – Miami

Riding a
motorcycle in
certain windy
conditions isn't
recommended, but
sometimes, you can't
avoid it. Tailwinds,
crosswinds, headwinds
and other conditions can create a hazard for motorcycle
operators, especially in Florida during seasons of
unfavorable weather. Don't purposefully go out on a ride
if you know the weather will be bad, whether that's
excessive rain, wind or both.

•

•

•

•

For those times when you're already out and about, you
need to know how to ride a motorcycle safely in windy
conditions. We have tips and suggestions for staying
safe if you do find yourself out on a ride when the wind
picks up.

Riding Techniques for Windy
Conditions
Whenever you ride a motorcycle, there's going to be
wind as you're driving in the open, but when external
windy conditions come into play, you need to take extra
precautions. You should follow these motorcycle safety
tips regardless of the weather, but in windy conditions,
they'll help keep you safe:
•

•

•

Secure loose items: From clothing to saddlebags,
anything loose on your motorcycle can become a
risk to catch in the wind. That'll create drag and
more surface area for the wind to catch, and the
wind will have more of an effect on you. Make sure
everything is secured tight and won't flap in the wind,
whether it's external or from driving.
Leave the bags behind: While baggage is useful, it
isn't always helpful in the wind. Saddlebags,
backpacks and other items create more surface area
for the wind to push against, meaning your bike may
move around more in the wind. If you must bring
these items, remember to secure them or use small
baggage.
Wear the right gear: You should always wear
protective eye gear when you ride, whether it's
windy or not, to maintain visibility. Make sure your
eye protection fits well and is secured to or around
your head. For extra safety during windy conditions,
wear a full-face helmet, and don't forget to wear the
appropriate clothes to combat wind chill.

Give yourself a break: Battling windy conditions
can lead to fatigue much quicker than riding in
normal conditions. Driving in the wind puts a strain
on your body as you control your bike and your mind
as you determine how to ride. Take a break if you
feel sore or tired.
Know your abilities: If you're new to riding or don't
have much experience operating your motorcycle in
the wind, try not to go out in extreme conditions.
Read up on how to be safe and take any motorcycle
classes that will help teach you the safest way to
ride.
Adjust your mirrors: Certain wind conditions may
move your mirrors. Even if the wind doesn't
reposition them, if you need to shift in your seat,
your mirrors won't be in the right spot. Adjust them if
you need to and always be aware of your
surroundings, especially when it's windy.
Focus around wind blocks: Tractor trailers, other
large vehicles and corridors through buildings and
trees will momentarily block the wind. While that may
be a relief, you need to prepare for when you ride
past or out of the wind block and encounter windy
conditions again. Stay calm and focus through these
areas.

Take those precautions if you find yourself in the middle
of a ride and conditions get windier or if you plan to go
out in conditions that may get somewhat windy. Knowing
how to ride in specific types of wind will also prepare you
for plenty of situations.

Riding in Tailwind
Tailwind is considered one of the easier conditions to
handle on a motorcycle. Still, it helps to know how to ride
one safely in these situations where the force of wind
comes from behind the bike. Here's what you need to
know about driving a motorcycle in a tailwind:
•
•
•
•
•

These conditions will push you along, increasing
your speed.
Tailwind is often beneficial for gas mileage.
Give yourself more stopping distance than normal
because tailwind will push you a bit.
Tuck your body in and make yourself smaller to
minimize how much the wind can push you.
Watch your speed based on traffic, other road
conditions and the speed limit.

Your main concern with a tailwind is your speed, so be
sure to stay within your comfort zone. Slow down if you
feel out of control and stop for a bit until the wind
subsides. Remember that tailwind can shift to crosswind
or headwinds, so prepare for any possible conditions,
especially if you're on a winding road with turns as the
wind will shift.

Riding in Crosswind
This wind can come from either the left or right side. Of
the three types of wind you may encounter, crosswind is
the most difficult to combat. The danger here is being
pushed to the sides, but with the right technique, you
can counter the crosswind:
•

•

•

Use your knees: Turning your knee in the direction
the wind is blowing creates a sort of sail. With that,
the wind won't push your bike as hard, and you can
counteract the conditions. Remember to use the leg
on the side the wind is coming from — right leg for
right crosswinds, left for left crosswinds.
Shift your weight slightly: Shifting your weight a bit
to the side that the crosswind comes from can help
minimize the effects. Do this carefully since you
don't want to disturb your balance, favoring one side
of the motorcycle seat that's on the side the wind is
affecting.
Lean into it: Lean your bike slightly towards the
direction the wind is coming from to counteract how
it's pushing you. Again, do this carefully as it could
alter your balance.

One of the most essential things to do when driving in a
crosswind is not to panic. Keep your body loose and
relax your grip while still maintaining a hold on the
handlebars. On open roads, prepare for the occasional
gust as buildings or trees won't be there to block much
of the wind. If conditions seem too dangerous for you
and your abilities, find a safe place to stop until the wind
dies down.

Riding in Headwind
You may be used to headwind as that comes from the
front, and you experience some level of it as you ride
anyway. When there is windy weather, you could
experience more of a headwind than you normally
would. To ride your motorcycle in a headwind, you
should minimize the area that the wind has to push
against, which you can do by following these tips:
•

Ride low — behind the windshield is best.

•

Keep your legs and arms close to your body
or the bike.

•

Maintain your speed as a headwind will slow
you down.

If you feel that you can't safely operate your motorcycle
with headwinds holding you back, wait it out or take an
alternate route but prepare for different conditions. Going
slow in headwinds may hold up traffic behind you or
create unsafe situations. You also shouldn't
overcompensate for your speed as you may run into an
issue when the wind eases up or comes from a different
direction.

More Tips for Riding a Motorcycle in
the Wind
Prepare for the specific situations above, but know that
conditions may change as you're on the road. Some
extra tips will help you know how to ride a motorcycle
safely in windy conditions. Before you plan a ride or
when you're out, take these precautions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Check weather conditions before riding your
motorcycle.
Don't go riding if you know the conditions will be
bad.
Double-check future conditions if you take a rest
stop.
Always wear the proper gear regardless of the
weather.
Choose a fitted helmet in a sleek shape that won't
catch the wind.
Make minor adjustments to avoid overcorrecting.
Keep both hands on the handlebars.
Know how to ride in rainy conditions, as well.

Make sure you're also aware of your surroundings. If
trees or cars and trucks ahead of you seem to be
swaying, there will probably be gusts ahead. Fallen
branches and other debris blown onto the road are also
a potential hazard in windy conditions.

Greetings Chapter Officers,
The Harley Owners Group exists for many reasons and means many things to our members. If I
had sum up our reason for being in one word, it would be riding. Everything we do is in the pursuit
of making riding more fun and accessible for our members and creating more rewarding riding
experiences and memories for them. Riding and having fun while doing it is what H.O.G. is all
about.
Here’s something interesting we observed while crunching the numbers from the 2021 Mileage
Challenges. The average number of miles ridden by all H.O.G. members is about 3,000 miles per
year. This average includes everyone who recorded as few as one official mile in the Annual
Challenge all the way up to those who rode 100,000 or more (we had several members who did
so!). That’s a pretty good number, and it gets better. For members who rode at least 1,000 miles
during the year, their average goes up to more than 7,500 miles. This tells us two things. First,
there are too many bikes sitting idly in garages not being ridden enough. And second, that the
more you ride, the more you want to ride and the more you will ride. Both of these facts may seem
self-evident, but there is a lot we can do together to pump the numbers up.
Some of the ways we can increase the miles our members ride, which also means having a lot
more fun, is to encourage them to participate in the RIDE 365 program, attend a local or regional
H.O.G. rally or Chapter event, plan an overnight ride, sign up for a H.O.G. Touring Rally, visit one
of the major motorcycle rallies, or simply get out and ride whenever the chance is there. That bike
in the garage is not going to ride itself!
H.O.G. couldn’t have achieved the success we have so far without the hard work and passion for
riding from so many people like you, so for that I thank you. If you have any ideas or questions
about ways to create even more fun riding experiences for your Chapter, please reach out any
time.

PAUL BLOTSKE
H.O.G. Regional Manager - Central
414-305-7132 | Email

Muskegon H.O.G. Chapter #1962 - Meeting Minutes
May 9, 2022

Al Fox led the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence for our fallen Bikers, Friends, Family and Military
DIRECTOR: Scott Herbert
•
•

•

•
•

SECRETARY: Michelle Berlin
We need more bikes for the Grad Ride June 5th.
Many suggestions were made for getting more
bikes involved.
No place for dinner has been picked for Sunday's
ride to Baldwin. We will decide when we are on
the road. We are leaving from Hot Rod meet at
9:30am KSU 10am
Carolyn will be putting together a survey monkey
and sending it out to the membership. We will be
gathering information on thoughts about
membership dues. There have been discussions
on if we should raise due or not.
The holiday party is scheduled for January 14th,
2023 at Hagar's Hideaway.
Tuesday May 17 hopefully Al will be healed up to
lead the dinner ride.

Last month’s notes have been approved and filed.
August trip to Wisconsin State Fair and HD Museum
leaving Thursday August 11, returning Sunday August
14th. Taking Lake Express Ferry out of Muskegon.
We will be staying at the Clarion Milwaukee Airport.
HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN: Ken Howe
Get your reservation in for the UP trip
Don't forget Thursday May 12th Garmin GPS mapping
class 6pm Zoom Room.

MEMBERSHIP: Sheila Holland
We have 70 members. I am going to talk to Hot Rod
about putting up a table on Saturdays in the store and
maybe talking to some customers about our chapter.

ASSITANT DIRECTOR: Scott White - absent
Scott Herbert filled in for him
•
•

•

•

Ride 365 - don't forget to turn in your mileage.
You need at least two reading per season to
count.
Fremont HOG chapter has invited us to a couple
of their events: November 25th and 26th is their
chili cook off 11am-2pm, and August 28th a
member ride to Boone's in Traverse City. Leaving
Sandy's at 10am. The chapter decided to go to
Boone's with Fremont chapter instead of our
original ride to Newaygo. We will be riding over to
Fremont together meeting at Hot Rod at 9am.
May 28th Rolling Thunder Ride to Veteran's Home
and back to Sandy's. Depends on what time that
ride is as to if Scott boys will be going or not. They
definitely plan on leaving Hot Rod 2:30pm for
Candle Light Vigil at Sandy's if they don't do the
veteran’s ride. Anyone that would like to join them
is welcome.
The Rolling Thunder Ride to the Capitol, if you
haven't registered, you can register that morning
at Hot Rod starting at 7am. When we get to the
capitol, we will separate from the group and Scott
White will lead the ride home.

TREASURER: Pam Flint
The expenses we had for last month were read,
including bank fees. We took in money for
membership.

Thad our newest member was given his new member
gift tin.

ACTIVITIES: Jamie Herbert and Terri White
•
•

We are still looking for volunteers for the Ride to
Rebuild on May 21st. If you have signed up,
please be here by 10am.
Sign-up sheet for Family Day party in July. We
need volunteers to form a committee to plan it and
we have a sign-up sheet for that also.

SAFETY: Ken Sibley
Look out for the unexpected. You never know when
something could happen. You always have to be on
your toes.

APPAREL: Jim BerlinAll in stock non reflective patches are on sale this
month. Don't forget about our chapter t-shirt order. If
you have ordered one, I need your money today so I
can place the order with Norscot.

EDITOR/COMMUNICATIONS: Carolyn Fox
The calendar on the website will always be the most
current. Facebook and emails get done when she and
Jamie have the time.
Respectfully,
Michelle Myers Berlin

Calendar of Events

Fallasburg Covered Bridge,
Big Boiler

Trdge,Ghost Soldiers,
Bone Dadd

House of Flavors AND
GRAD RIDE

Stoney Ridge Winery,
Kent City

Chapter Mtg – 6:00p

Soaring Eagle Casino

Yankee Bills Wood Fire Saloon

Mooville, Nashville Ride

The Red Bird Bristro,
Cedar Springs

Happy Anniversary

Dale Fergusson
Scott White
Melinda Nowak

06/04
06/07
06/15

Mel & Alicia Brown

06/08

Scott & Terri White

06/20

John & Lori Hulbert

06/30

JUNE
2022 Events
June 4: Summer Concert, Reggae - 12p-10p
• Free tickets at https://tinyurl.com/PartyAtHRHD
June 11: Summer Concert, Classic Rock - 12p-10p
• Free tickets at https://tinyurl.com/PartyAtHRHD
June 13-19: Father’s Day Specials
• 20% off Men’s Hot Rod Logo Apparel
• 15% off Parts on 1k, 5k, 10k or All Fluid Service
• 10% off Chrome Accessories
June 16: Hot Rod Bike Night at Pincrest Bar & Lanes - 6p to 8p
• Live music, food truck
June 18: Summer Concert, Country - 12p-10p
• Free tickets at https://tinyurl.com/PartyAtHRHD
June 25: Summer Concert, Jazz, Motown, R&B - 12p-10p
• Free tickets at https://tinyurl.com/PartyAtHRHD

Hot Rod is need of volunteers to help with the summer concerts, Bike Time, and the H-D Demo
Truck. Please contact Jamiegillard@hotrodhd.com if interested.

The Chapter does not have plans to attend the 2022 Michigan Rally, but here is the information
should a member decide to attend it this year.

Soak up some summer sunshine and circle Lake Superior in our second installment of Great Lakes Touring Rallies! This
five-day journey around the world’s largest lake by surface area begins in Marquette, MI, and crosses into Canada, so
don’t forget your passport! We’ll start by riding along the southern edge of Lake Superior on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
before crossing the border at Sault Ste. Marie. From there, we’ll travel to Thunder Bay, Ontario on part of the famous
Trans-Canada Highway, the world’s longest national road. Later, we re-enter the U.S. near Duluth, MN, completing the
circle at our starting point of Marquette, Michigan. Late July promises awesome weather and riding, and you’re sure to
make lots of great memories with fellow H.O.G. members on this don’t-miss H.O.G. Touring Rally!
Note: This rally travels into Canada. Please check requirements/restrictions for admission to Canada, including
identification, COVID restrictions, firearms/weapons and other potential restrictions.
Check out https://travel.gc.ca.
H.O.G. Rallies are open to all members of H.O.G. A H.O.G. member may register 1 guest to attend the rally.
Rally capacity is limited.
**Lodging information for this rally will be sent to you 1-2 weeks after you register for this rally.**
Rally Package Options
Orange Package $60
Includes Rally Wristband, commemorative rally T-Shirt, pin and patch
Orange Package registration closes 6/26/2022
Black Package $50
Black Package includes Rally Wristband, pin and patch
Black Package registration closes 7/24/2022
Both packages include a great riding adventure!

